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ñItôs what you learn after 

you know it all that 

counts.ò 
 

 John Wooden 

 

DINNER  MEETING 
 

Wednesday, April 22, 2015 

Isles Yacht ClubðPunta Gorda 

5 pm  Social      6 pm Dinner 

 

 
 

 ANNUAL PICNIC 
 

Saturday, May  9th 

Ponce de Leon Park 

2pm ð 5 pm. 

Tickets $10 

ñSome Every Day Adagesò 
Robert R. McMillan ï www.bobmcmillan.net 

 

     Over the years, I have used a number of ñsayingsò or 

ñadagesò to express myself at various times or even to make a 

point during a conversation. And I am sure you have done the 

same.  Let me take you through some of my personal adages ï 

and you do not have to quote me if you decide to make use of 

one or more. 

     The one which I probably use the most in encouraging others is quite simple. 

Nothing happens in life unless you show up. The challenge is deciding where it is 

best to show up. 

     That adage is true in all dimensions of a life. It can be everything from attending a 

meeting or to going for a job interview. And showing up in the wrong place can be a 

complete waste of time. 

     Next is one where I feel even more strongly about today. 

     The name of the game is to communicate. With all forms of Internet and electronic 

communications, there is a tendency for people not to respond. It could be the sheer 

volume, or it could be todayôs habits. For example, some 20 percent of invitees to a 

wedding do not answer the invitation. Why, is beyond me? But, make no mistake if you 

are not communicating in your life, you will end up being out of 

the game! 

Hi Folks,    If you were not able to attend the Lincoln Day 

Celebration you missed a great group of speakers.   

     Bill Folchi, and committee chairman Barry Jollett did 

an amazing job putting on the Political Event of the Year. 

     The first speaker was Javier Manjarres, author and 

political pundit who launched the ñShark Tankò in 2009.  I 

bought his book, ñBrown People,ò to learn more about 

Hispanics and how the progressives in our country continue to exploit 

them by extending their dependency society. 

     Floridaôs CFO, Jeff Atwater, was next to speak. He focused on hard 

work, the value of education, commitment to Judeo-Christian ethics and 

the belief that these are to be encouraged and rewarded, not stymied by an 

overreaching government.  Itôs a shame heôs not running for another term. 

     Finally, the feature speaker, Peter Feaman, Floridaôs National Com-

mitteeman, spoke about how America needs to wake up and ñThe Next 

Nightmareò, his latest book.  I did buy his book and will do a follow up 

report. 

     Our Teen Age Republican Students (TARS) were also there to meet 

and greet and offer other support throughout the evening. 

Continued next page 
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     Next, there is an adage, which I use a great deal in relation to boards which I have served on. 

 

     As a participant, you have to know when to speak up and when to shut up.  It has been my experience that speak-

ing up too often in any setting can be a negative. The person who listens and measures when to express a point of view 

tends to be listened to more carefully then someone who is a chatterbox. 

 

      And here is another one relating to speaking. There can be two points of view after someone delivers a speech.  It is 

either, thank God the speech is finished, or that talk was so interesting, I wish it had been longer.  Some speakers just 

go on and on too long. I find that a shorter presentation brings on more questions. 

 

Another favorite of mine is quite simple. It is difficult to support someone who does not walk the talk. 

 

     Let me explain. Many politicians opine on all sorts of topics. They talk a great deal about what is right and wrong. 

Then, they live lives which do not follow the moral standards expressed in their talks. That discourages many people. 

Many years ago, I worked for a gentleman who always called a few people each day ï different ones who had not called 

him in some time. One day, I got up my courage, and asked him, ñWhy did you call so ï and ï so when he never reach-

es out to you?ò The answer was straightforward. 

 

     Never call someone just when you need them.   What my boss meant by that answer was quite simple. It is better 

to build relations with people by calling when there is not an agenda. Then, if you do ñneed themò down the road, they 

will be far more receptive to any call. 

 

Finally, there is one saying, which I learned from my TV show. You can get away with almost anything if you do it 

with a smile. 

 

     If, while questioning a tough guest on my show, I showed anger on my face or even was too 

strong in my questioning, the guest would win the discussion. On the other hand, if I did the ques-

tioning with a smile or a pleasant face, it was easier to get away with tough questions. 

 

     Thank you for reading, and I hope you have a smile on your face. 
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Alzheimerôs, Mozart and Harmonicas. 
 

     Our Answer Man, Bill Jones, had a great article regarding how music can play an important part in Alzheimerôs pa-

tients.  If you missed it check the Sun-Herald on-line, April 13th issue.   

     I told Bill I was familiar with the importance of music in all our lives, and how big a part it can play. 

     A financial broker friend of mine from Naples, Florida had a harmonica ministry. He would visit various rest 

homes and bring them harmonicas.  His original goal was to give them an instrument they could enjoy and also provide 

some great lung exercise.  Harmonicas force you to breathe forcefully in and out. He said it was a great success. 

     However, he also discovered that when he played for them some of their favorite 

tunes they became quite enthusiastic and animated.  They commented how well they 

remembered a particular song and how many good memories it brought back. 

     He would then teach them how to play their favorite tunes. 

     My friend passed away a year ago.  His son, who is also a financial advisor, asked 

me if I thought of starting a harmonica ministry in Punta Gorda since I played with his dad when we got together at 

company meetings. 

     If  you know of someone who plays the harmonica please let me know.  I think this would provide a great service to 

many members of our community.  I donôt have the time to do this all by myself, but would certainly assist.  Who 

knows, many may still be eligible to vote.                           Jerry 
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Obama and Possible Drowning 
 

     Barrack Obama was out jogging one morning along the parkway when he tripped, fell over the bridge railing and 

landed in the creek below.  
 

     Before the Secret Service guys could get to him, three kids who were fishing pulled him out of the water. He was so 

grateful he offered the kids whatever they wanted.  
 

     The first kid said, 'I want to go to Disney World. Obama said, 'No problem, I'll take you there on Air Force One.' 
 

     The second kid said, 'I want a new pair of Nike Air Jordan shoes. Obama said, 'I'll get them for you and even have 

Michael Jordan sign them.' 
 

     The third kid said, ' I want a motorized wheelchair with a built in TV and stereo headset.' 
 

     Obama was a little perplexed by this and said, 'But you don't look like you're handicapped. 
 

     The kid said, 'I will be after my dad finds out I saved your butt from drowning. 

Tongue in Cheek!  
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Crocodiles and Democrats 
 

     Two Crocodiles were sitting at the side of the Potomac River in 

Washington D.C.  The smaller one turned to the bigger one and said,  'I can't understand how you can be so much bigger than me. 

We're the same age, we were the same size as kids - I just don't get it.' 
 

'Well,' said the big Croc, 'what have you been eating?' 
 

'Democrats, same as you,' replied the small Croc. 
 

'Hmm. Well, where do you catch them?' 
 

'On the other side of the river near the Capital.ò  
 

'Same here. Hmm.....How do you catch them?' asked the big Croc. 
 

     'Well, I crawl up under one of their big Lexus, BMW or Mercedes cars and wait for one to unlock the car door. Then I jump out, 

grab them by the leg, shake the stuff out of them and eat 'em!' 
 

'Ah!' says the big Crocodile.  
 

     'I think I see your problem. You're not getting any real nourishment.   See, by the time you finish shaking the stuff out of a Demo-

crat, there's nothing much left but an empty suit with a briefcase.' 

 

  



 

 

       

If Better is Possible,  

then Good  

is  

Not Enough 
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March 

Meeting. 

The Influence of the Media 
General VoNguyen Giap.  

 
   

     General Giap was a brilliant, highly respected leader of the North Vietnam military.  

The following quote is from his memoirs currently found in the Vietnam War memorial in Hanoi:  
   

     'What we still don't understand is why you Americans stopped the bombing of Hanoi. You had us on the 

ropes. If you had pressed us a little harder, just for another day or two, we were ready to surrender! It was the 

same at the battle of TET. You defeated us!  
 

     óWe knew it, and we thought you knew it. But we were elated to notice your media was helping us. They 

were causing more disruption in America than we could in the battlefields. We were ready to surrender. You 

had won!'  
   

     General Giap has published his memoirs and confirmed what most Americans knew. The Vietnam war 

was not lost in Vietnam ð it was lost at home.  
   

     The same slippery slope, sponsored by the U.S. media, is currently underway.  

It exposes the enormous power of a Biased Media to cut out the heart and will of the American public.  
   

A truism worthy of note:    Do not fear the enemy, for they can take only your life.   
  

Fear the media, for they will distort your grasp of reality and destroy your honor. 
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