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ñFailure is not the worst 

thing in the world.  
 

The very worst  

is not to try.ò 

DINNER  MEETING 
 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

Isles Yacht ClubðPunta Gorda 

5 pm  Social      6 pm Dinner 

 

This months program is: 

"Charlotte County Educa-

tional Establishment -- Plus 

and Minus"  by Dr. John Doner. 

 

For last minute reservations call 

Claire Phelan to see if she can fit 

you in:  575-0734. 

 This months speaker is Dr. John R. Doner.  DR. Doner grew up in To-

ledo, Ohio, attended University of Toledo, then University of Michigan, obtain-

ing a Mathematics Ph.D. in 1972.  

 By the grace of God (Affirmative Action), he was prevented from being 

a professor, and opted instead to lead a very interesting life in Applied Mathe-

matics, culminating in being the chief technical officer of two companies, and 

acquiring 16 patents along the way.  In retirement, he has been involved in Re-

publican politics, is a member of the Charlotte County Curmudgeons, is in-

volved in the Incorporate Port Charlotte effort, and is paying close attention to 

the problems of our schools. 

 DR. Doner will have some very insightful observations regarding educa-

tion, the Florida Department of Education and our Charlotte County School sys-

tem.   

Hi Folks,          

 Last months meeting was very informative. Our 

own, Officer Joe Angelini and Lt. Tom Peters from our Pun-

ta Gorda police department, gave us some excellent advice 

on hour to avoid Frauds and Scams. 

 They had some great information on how to avoid 

Identity Theft, Charity Fraud, Wire Scams and many others.  

They examples they used really struck close to home.  See page six for some 

useful specifics and photos. 

 Many of us enjoyed our annual Lincoln Day picnic.  Thanks to Char-

lie Counsill for putting everything together.  For those of us who got a taste 

of John Hitzelôs BBQ we realized he is more than just a CPA. And, Supervi-

sor of Elections, Paul Stamoulis, for a small donation to our club, offered a 

boat ride around the canals.  Check photos on page four. 

 Mayôs  Mixer, always the 2nd Monday of the month at Laishley 

Crab House, was attended by a member of every constitutional office.  Itôs 

always informative to listen to these folks as they update us on their areas. 

Computers and Back-Ups 

 I know everyone backs up the data on their computers.  I have done this very 

faithfully, for many years, on all four of my computers.  Over the years I have lost 

many dates files and was quickly able to reload the programs. 

 However, until youôve experience an actual FRIED hard drive, you may be 

deceiving yourself into believing a full recovery is going to be easy. 

 Off and on for the past two weeks I have almost been out of touch.  Fortunate-

ly, the business side of my computers were easy and quick to recover.  These systems 

are backed up on several levels, remotely (Cloud Technology).           (Continued) 



 

 

Continued from page 1 

 The personal side was something else.  Allow me to offer a few suggestions that may help you.  I have three 

email addresses, and my technical advisor reset them separately, and displayed only one.  I was used to getting all my 

emails displayed through one inbox.  It took me almost two weeks to realize I was missing about half of my emails. 

You may never experience this problem, but beware if you are using more than one email and how you are receiving 

them. 

 We should always learn from our mistakes.  Try this:  I back up all the data on my computers on a portable hard 

drive, one for each computer.  That makes recovery easy.  What I was not backing up was my programs.  I have a lot of 

them.   

 What I learned too late was that there is another feature on these back-ups that allow for an ñImageò copy.  

You can image your entire hard drive.  That would have made my recovery a piece of cake.  Check this out and pos-

sibly save your self a lot of time and problems. 

 There are many portable hard drives on the market.  I use are Western 

Digital, My Passport Ultra, one Terra Bite, $50.00.  Thatôs enough to cover all 

my needs.  If youôre storing a lot of photos you may need additional storage 

space. 

 Now that the horse has escaped from the barn I also use a cloud technol-

ogy subscription for my personal side of my computers as well.  This was an 

expensive lesson in terms of time and lost data. 

 But, just to rub a little salt in an exposed wound, my small back-up 

drive also failed a few days later.  Ergo the cloud. 
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Florida Politics: 
 HUGE:   Lenny Curry, the energetic and relentlessly competitive Jacksonville businessman-turned chairman of 

the Republican Party of Florida, defeated Mayor Alvin Brown Tuesday, only the second time in recent history a sitting 

mayor has lost re-election. 

 With all 199 precincts reporting, Curry had 51 percent, or 103,256 votes, to Brownôs 48 percent, or 97,971 

votes. ñJust soak it in with me,ò Curry told raucous supporters at his election-night party at the downtown Hyatt. ñThe 

work starts now.ò 

 Outsiders will suggest the race ð the most expensive in city history, largely run by outside operatives ð has 

shades of the 2016 presidential election because both candidates have ties to national political figures. 

 This election will have national implications.  I will ask Bill Folchi to discuss.  
 

TALLAHASSEE Bills signed by Governor Scott: 
 

 One bill signed by Scott allow weapons to be carried (SB 290) without a permit 

for the first 48 hours following a mandatory evacuation order, such as during a hurricane.  

 Once gun-carriers look for housing in a shelter, bans on weapons could still apply. 

Schools and many other public buildings ban visitors from entering with weapons ð so the 

gun-carrier would have to find another place to take refuge or stow weapons elsewhere.  

Get a permit.  Beverly and I have  ours.  Military veterans donôt need to take course. 

 Low-voltage Alarm Systems ð Provides that no permit is needed to install, maintain, inspect, replace or ser-

vice a wireless alarm system. 

 Craft Distilleries ð Allows craft distilleries to sell an increased number of branded bottles directly to consum-

ers. Drink up. 

 Individuals with Disabilities ð Creates the Florida ABLE program for individuals with disabilities to save 

money in a tax-free savings account for future services without losing their eligibility for state and federal benefits. 

 Florida Civil Rights Act ðProhibits discrimination on the basis of pregnancy in public lodging and food ser-

vice establishments and prohibits employment discrimination on the basis of pregnancy.  This law may not pertain to too 

many of our club members. If it does, congratulations.  
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   BALTIMOREôS 

 How do we address the many Baltimoreôs all across the country?  How do we, as a 

country, attempt to correct or control the riots and destruction done by ñThugsò in the cit-

ies?  What lessons did we learn, or re-learn? 
 

 From every major crisis we should learn the lessons of history.  How far back 

should we go: Selma, Alabama; Vietnam; both World Wars; The Boston Tea Party?  How 

about the Roman Empire? 
 

 Allow me to address just a few. There are some amazing consistencies.  Some 

folks believe that Christianity spread to counter the expansion of the Roman Empire.  How 

about the possibility that Christianity was able to spread rapidly because of the fearful attitudes created and the roads 

built by the Romans?  Interesting! 
 

 How about both World Wars?  Power and control was the basis of the aggression.  The US was in an isolationist 

policy until the Japanese invited us in by the attack on Perl Harbor.  Without these wars we would not have experienced 

the greatest growth, employment and scientific discoveries the world had seen in a millennium.  More importantly, we 

were a nation focused and coalesced toward a common goal.  Priceless! 
 

 Vietnam.  We lost Vietnam as a war.  But Vietnam gained as a nation.  Prior to US involvement South Vietnam 

was an agrarian economy.  Communist North was told they needed the Southôs agriculture.  The Hippie movement and 

demonstrations forced the US to surrender.   
 

 However, the US occupation of South Vietnam caused an irreversible change in the dynamics.  The North Viet-

namese discovered a country in the south that had evolved into greater freedom of speech and capitalism.  That was quite 

a contrast to what they were used to in the North, and something that would not have been possible without a US pres-

ence over an extended period of time.  Lives were changed forever. 
 

 How does all this translate into our Baltimoreôs?  Sometimes changing a major force requires a major upheaval 

or too much of an investment.  Most major companies have pulled out of the trouble cities bringing jobs with them.  

Gone are the days of completing a full career with the same Gillette or GM companies.  Even those who finish a career 

with the military will settle in a different city than the one big city they left behind.  Theyôve been exposed to too many 

better alternatives. 
 

 I spent over 23 years in the USAF flying planes and desks, but have never considered returning to my home town 

of Boston.  I love to visit, but do not want to live there. At a recent military reunion a quick survey had the same results 

relative to a large city.  (By the way, should I ever encounter anyone besmirching our flag I will probably do the right 

thing ï thereby getting myself in trouble.) 
 

 Many of our Baltimoreôs have been left 

with whatôs left:  few employment opportunities, 

low education, disparate family values and kids 

growing up without both parents expecting that 

things will get better.  The expression is that we 

continue doing the same things expecting different 

outcomes.  Itôs self-perpetuating.  They fed on 

each otherôs misery and blame someone else.  We 

refuse to learn from history.  We need to break the 

cycle. 
 

 My first reaction when I watched the de-

monstrators was:  Why arenôt they in school or at 

work?  In many of our Baltimoreôs the unemploy-

ment rate exceeds 40%, there is little discipline in 

school and upward of 80% of households consist  
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"If we concentrated on the really important stuff in life, there'd be a shortage of fishing poles." 

   By Junius P. Long  
 

 If you can get arrested for hunting or fishing without a license, but not for being 

in the country illegally ...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
 

 If you have to get your parentsô permission to go on a field trip or take an aspi-

rin in school, but not to get an abortion ... Then you might live in a country run by idi-

ots.  
 

 If you have to show identification to board an airplane, cash a check, buy liquor, 

or check out a library book, but you don't have to show ID for the right to vote on who runs the government 

...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If the government wants to ban stable, law-abiding citizens from owning gun magazines with more than 

ten rounds, but gives 20 F-16 fighter jets to the crazy new leaders in Egypt ...Then you might live in a country 

run by idiots.  
   

 If, in the largest city of the country, you can buy two 16-ounce sodas, but not a 24-ounce soda because 

the governor says a 24-ounce sugary drink might make you fat ...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If an 80-year-old woman can be stripped searched by the TSA, but a woman in a hi-jab is only subject to 

having her neck and head searched because of her religion ...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If your government believes that the best way to eradicate trillions of dollars of debt is to spend trillions 

more ...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If a 7-year-old boy can be removed from school for saying his teacherôs "cute," but hosting a sexual ex-

ploration or diversity class in grade school is  acceptable ...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If hard work and success is rewarded with higher taxes and more government intrusion, while not work-

ing is rewarded with EBT cards, WIC checks, Medicaid, subsidized housing, and free cell phones ...Then you 

might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If being stripped of the ability to defend yourself makes you more "safe" according to the government 

...Then you might live in a country run by idiots.  
   

 If you are offended by this article, then I'll bet you voted for the idiots who are running and "ruining" our 

great country! 

of absentee fathers.  Many of our inner-cities have evolved into a generation of entitlement gangs and living on the dole.  

Weôve made it more cost effective to rely on government subsides rather than work. 
 

 It will take some drastic action or Nero will continue to fiddle while Rome burns.  At the Baltimore riots the first 

week in May Iôm glad I was not the governor of Maryland.  Within minutes of hearing the Mayor announcing she was 

holding back the police so óThe people would have room to damageô,  I would have activated the National Guard and 

declared martial law.  The riots would have been controlled, arrests made and damage minimized ï and I may very well 

have been a one-term governor for interfering with a black mayor.  Oh well.  
 

 I donôt believe we have the stomach or political will needed for drastic action.  We would rather wait for an ex-

ternal catastrophe, one that can be perceived as blameless, before we own up and take responsibility.  
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 Charlie Counsill put together  this classic event.  He 

located some tasty burgers at Sams club, and with the  cook-

ing assistance of Bill Dryberg and Chris Constance they 

were mouth watering.  Charlie also designed the cake. 

 Everyone pitched in by bringing a dish to share and 

helping to set up.   

 There was an elected official from every entity of the 

county.  Thanks guys.  Itôs always good to share some time 

with you all. 

 When you add in music, Horseshoes, Corn Holing 

and good fellowship it made for a great day. 

 My only regret was that I let the other Jerry 

beat me at Horseshoes. 

Great April Picnic at Ponce Paark  

Page 5 


